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SWIEETS & SAVOURISS

TOOTING POOJA'S CAKE FACTORY

168-170 UPPER TOOTING TOOTI
ROAD, LONDON, SW1v7 7ER ‘@ﬂ- @uﬂ'&@’ V%WV ﬁ"‘ﬂ{ Ty E;:ﬂm wigﬁnﬂfm

T: (0)2086724523 T: (02087727730

E: info@poojasweets.com SWEETS - SAVOURIES - STREETFOOD - BAKERY - DELI MEALS E: cakes@peojasweets.com
KINGSBURY CARDIFF EAST HAM LEICESTER HOUNSLOW
487 KINGSBURY ROAD 3 ALBANY ROAD, ROATH, 350 HIGH STREET NORTH, 28C MELTON ROAD, 107 KINGSLEY ROAD
LONDON, NW9 9ED CARDIFF, CF24 3LH LONDON E12 6PH LEICESTER LE4 5EA HOUNSLOW TW3 4AH

T:(0)20 B206 2206 T: (0)29 2021 4987 T: (0)20 8552 BT 86 T:(0)116 202 1222 T: (0)20 3355 0880
E: kingsbury@poojasweets.com E: cardiff@poojasweets.com E: eastham@poojasweets.com E: leicester@poojasweets.com E: hounslow@poojasweets.com

wwwi poojasweets’lcom
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Pakistan and China Forge Landmark Partnership
to Advance Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery
Under Belt and Road Initiative

!
Report by: Shaukat Dar

Beaure Chief Nawa-i-Jang

establishment of diplomatic
relations between Fakistan
and China, the two countries
have developed an all-
weather strategic
cooperative partnership.
The year 2025 marks the
beginning of the second
“Golden Decade” of the Belt
and Road Initiative, Entering
this new phase, Pakistan
and China are jointly

Pakistan Association of

Plastic and Reconstructive
Surgery (PAPRS) and China
Shanghai Minth People's
Hospital Join Hands to
Advance Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgery
along the Belt and Road

To further advance the Belt
and Road Initiative and
deepen the traditional
friendship between Fakistan
and China, Pakistan
Association of Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgery
(PAPRS), and Shanghai
Ninth People's Hospital,
Shanghai Jiao Tong
University School of
Medicine have officially
launched a strategic
cooperation project in the
field of plastic and
reconstructive surgery and
held an ocpening ceremany
for the collaboration.

The cooperation aims to
improve Pakistan's medical
capacity in facial trauma
management, burn
treatment, and microsurgical
reconstruction. its long-term
goal is to enhance medical
standards, reduce disability
rates, and promote the
internationalization of
scientific and clinical
achievements.

The Department of Plastic
and Reconstructive Surgery
at Shanghai Ninth People's
Hospital is the largest plastic
and reconstructive surgery
center in Asia, receiving
maore than 400,000
outpatient visits annually
and performing over 64,000
surgeries each year. The
department has 350
inpatient beds and over 200
specialized physicians.
Every year, it trains 40
master's students and 120
visiting surgeons, and to
date has trained over 750
graduate students and more
than 2,000 visiting fellows.
The department enjoys an
international reputation in
the fields of microsurgery
and craniofacial
reconstruction

Ower the 75 years since the

opening new areas of
cooperation—extend
ing collaboration from
econamic
development to the
shared mission of
advancing
healthcare and
medical education.
Fakistan has long
been affected by
terrorism and
regional conflicts.
Pakistani hospitals
often receive
complex trauma and
burn patients from
areas of low-intensity
conflict. However, the
country faces limited burn
and reconstructive treatment
facilities, while the public's
demand for reconstructive
surgery due to burms and
other injuries continues to
grow. As a result, medical
resources are in urgent need
of improvement,

Under this strategic
cooperation framework, the
Pakistani side under FAPRS
will collaborate with
Shanghai Minth People's
Hospital in microsurgical
reconstruction and facial
trauma repair to build local
capacity and improve
access to trauma and

conflict-related injury care.

In terms of talent
development, both sides will
carry out long-term
exchange programs.
Chinese experts will
regularly visit Pakistan to
conduct on-site and online
training, while Pakistani
doctors will be selected o
receive systematic training
at Shanghai Ninth People's

Ml

Plastic & Re
Cooperation

Hospital. The two sides will
also innovate by launching
“Mobile Microsurgery
Training Camps”, bringing
advanced surgical education
directly to remote regions.

In terms of technological
application, the collaboration
will introduce Al-assisted
telemadicine sarvices,
promote the modermization
of Pakistan's medical
infrastructure, jointly
develop standardized
clinical pathways, and carry
oul joint reésearch in wound
rapair, tissue engineering,
and microsurgical nerve
regeneration. |n addition,
multicenter clinical studies

 pawaijang, €oy,

will be established lo support
the development of
evidence-based medicine,

In terms of academic
development, both sides will
gstablish a systematic
training and certification
mechanism, selecl
outstanding young
physicians for international
professional training, and
regularly organize the

L |

i

Pakistan—China Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgery
Summit Forum. The two
sides will also jointly
formulate the
Pakistan—China Clinical
Guidelines for Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgery.

PAPRS Chairman Khalid
Mahmood Khan
emphasized that Pakistan
still faces major challenges
in burn care and post-biast
reconstruction. Both military
personnel and civilians
suffer from a large number of
burn injuries and congenital
deformities. He aims o
gstablish 8 nationwide
humanitarian and

reconstructive network that
delivers high-quality care to
all, especially underserved
populations. He hopes 1o
combine Pakistan's long-
standing humanitarian
initiatives with China's
advanced medical expertisa,
creating sustainable
healthcare models that can
benefit developing countnes
globally.

instrumental in the
collaboration in Pakistan,
contribuling to its
coordination and local
implementation. He
mentioned that tangible
benefits to both Pakistani
and Chinese communities

Dr. Aawrish Khan, a
Pakistani plastic surgeon
based in Shanghai and
Secretary-General of the

, collaboration, has been

actively involved in
coordinating the
partnership., helping to
streangthen coopearation in
reconstructive surgery and
medical exchange between
China and Pakistan.

Ms. ¥alin Zhang, Chinese
liaison person for the

e collaboration, expressed her

commitment to
strengthening
communication and
coordination between both
sides, aiming to facilitate
smoother exchanges and
sustainable cooparation

The Pakistani side has sent
multiple letters axpressing
high appreciation for

. Professor Li Qingfeng's

Professor Li
Qingfeng, Vice
President of
Shanghai Ninth
FPeople's Hospital
and Chairman of the
Chinese Society of
Plastic and
Reconstruclive
Surgery, is a world-
renowned surgeon
and China's foremost
experl in
microsurgery and
compiex facial
reconstruction
The vision and
guidance of both
Chairman Khalid Mahmood
Khan and Prof. Li QGingfeng
have laid the foundation for
this landmark collaboration,
uniting two nations in a
shared commitment lo
medical excellence and
humanitarian service.
Rashid Kamal, Senior
Advisor to PAPRS,
emphasized that Pakistan
faces numerous trauma and
burn cases, and this
strategic collaboration will
significantly enhance the
country’s ability to manage
these challenging cases
effectively,
Arsalan Khan, Pakistani
liaison persocn, has beean

international contributions to
the field of plastic and
reconstructive surgery in
China, particularly his
innovative technigues in
total facial reconstruction,
which have sel a global
benchmark in the discipline.
In response, Professor Li
Qingfeng expressed great
admiration for Pakistani
plastic surgeans, especially
for the outstanding
achievements of the
Pakistan medical teams in
complex reconstructive
cases. He firmly believes
that collaboration between
China and Pakistan in this
field will further enhance
both sides’ capabilities in
managing complex trauma.
This strategic cooperation
between China and Pakistan
in plastic and reconstructive
surgery marks an important
achievement in bilateral
medical collaboration, 1t will
significantly improve
Pakistan's capacity lo treat
tfrauma and burn patients
and sel a new model for
medical exchange betwaen
the two nations.

In the future, both sides will
take this partnership as a
starling point lo deepen
cooperation in medical
technology, talent training,
humanitarian missions,
scientific research, and Al-
driven telemedicine, jointly
safeguarding the health and
well-being of the people of
both countries.
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The UK is set to be the
second-fastest-growing of the
world's most advanced
economies this year,
according to new projections
from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF),

But the IMF also predicls the
UK will face the highest rate of
inflation in the GV both this
year and next, driven by rising
energy and utility bills.

Prices are forecast to rise by
3.4% this year and 2.5% in
20286, but the IMF says higher
inflation is likely to be
temporary, and should fall to
2% by the end of next year,

UK economic growth rates
remain modest at 1.3% for
this year and next, but that
outperforms the other GV
economies apart from the LIS
in 2025, in a torrid year of
ifrade and geopolitical
tensions.

The GV are seven advanced
economies - the US, UK,
France, Germany, Italy,
Canada and Japan - but the
group does not include fast-
growing economies such as
China and India.

The IMF is an international
organisation with 190
member countries. They work
together to maintain global
economic stability,

In the IMF's forecast for
economic growth, it predicts
the UK will push Canada out
of second place, after its
trade-war-affected economy
was hit by the biggest
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UK will be second-fastest-growing
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G7 economy, IMF predicts

downgrades for
2025 and 2026,
However, Canada is
axpected to retake
second place next
year when its
economy is forecast
o grow al a rate of
1.5%.

Germany, France
and ltaly are all
forecast to grow far
more slowly at rates
of batween 0.2 and
0.9% in 2025 and
2026.

Chancellor Rachel
Reeves welcomed
the fresh upgrade to
the IMF's outlook for
the UK's economy.
"But know this is just the start.
Far too many people, our
gconomy feels stuck," she
said

"Working people feel it every
day, experts talk aboutit, and |
am going o deal with it."

But highlighting the inflation
forecasts, shadow chancellor
Sir Mel Stride said the IMF
assessment made for "grim
reading”.

He said that UK households
were "being squeezed from
all sides”, adding: "Since
taking office, Labour have

allowed the cost of living to
rise, debt to balloon and
business confidence to
collapse to record lows."

The IMF said a slight overall
upgrade for the UK in its
World Economic Outlook,
from its previous outlock in
April, was due to "strong
activity in the first half of 2025
and an improved trade
autlook, partly thanks to the
recently announced US-UK
trade deal,

Trump tariffs loom large

The global outlook is
dominated by the so far

Cyber attack contingency plans
should be put on paper, firms told

People should plan for
potential cyber-attacks by
going back to pen and paper,
according o the latest advice.
The government has written
to chiel executives across the
country strongly
recommending that they
should have physical copies
of their plans atthe ready as a
precaution

A recent spate of hacks has
highlighted the chaos that can
gnsue when hackers lake
computer systems down.

The warning comes as the
Mational Cyber-Security
Centre (NC3C) reported an
increase in nationally
significant attacks this year,
Criminal hacks on Marks and
Spencer, The Co-op and
Jaguar Land Rover have led
te empty shelves and
production lines being halted
this year as the companies

struggled without their
computer systems.
Organisations need to "have
a plan for how they would
continue fo operate without
their IT, {and rebuild that IT at
pace), were an attack to get
through,” said Richard Horne,
chief executive of the NCSC.
Firms are being urgad to look
beyond cyber-security
controls toward a strategy
known as "resilience
engineering”, which focuses
on building systems that can
anticipate, absorb, recover,
and adapt, in the event of an
attack,

Plans should be stored in
paper form or offline, the
agency suggests, and include
information about how teams
will communicate without
work email and other
analogue work arounds,
These types of cyber attack

contingency plans are not
new bul it's notable that the
UK's cyber autharity is putfing
the advice prominently in ils
annual review.

Although the total number of
hacks that the NCSC dealt
with in the first nine months of
this yvear was, at 4293, roughly
the same as for a similar
period last year, there was an
increase in hacks with a
biggerimpact,

The numbsr of “nationally
significant" incidents
represented nearly half, or
204, of all incidents. Last year
only 89 werain that category.
A nationally significant
incident covers cyber-altacks
in the three highest
categories in the NCSC and
UK law enforcemeant
categorisation model;
Amongst this year's incidents,
4% (18) were in the second
highest category "highly
significant”,

This marks a 50% increase in
such incidents, an increase
fior the third consecutive year.
The NCSC would not give
details on which attacks,
gither public or undisclosed,
fall into which category.

But, as a benchmark, il is
understood that the wave of
attacks on UK retailers in the
spring, which affected Marks
and Spencer, The Co-op and
Harrods, would be classaed as
a Significant incident.

"muted responsa” of the world
economy to the imposition of
hefty tariffs on almost all
imports into the US, a
weakened dollar, guestions
about the independence of
the US Federal Reserve and
shy-high waluations of US
tech companies.

The IMF expects some of this
to unwind scon, saying
"resilience is giving way to
warning signs®. In the US tariff
costs which had been
absorbed by exporters and
retailers, are now feading into
higher goods prices.

So far tariffs have
been reflected in
higher prices for
Amaerican shoppers
of household
appliances, bul nol
of food and clothing
In an interview with
the BBC, the IMF's
chief economist
Pierre-0livier
Gourinchas said the
worst consequences
of a global trade war
had beentempered.
"Bottom line: the
effect of the tarff
shock is there. It is
negativa for global
outlook. Il is
weighing down on
investment and consumption
decisions, there is trade
policy uncertainty... but it's
nat as bad as expected
because the shock itself has
been scaled down and there
are these offsats”.

The IMF cited Brexit as an
example of how uncertainty
around major changes in
trading arrangements can,
after a delay, lead to steady
falls in investment.

The IMF also pointed to a
possible bursting of the US Al
tech boom,

"Excessively optimistic
growth expectations about Al
could be revised in light of
incoming data from early
adopters and could trigger a
market correction,” the IMF
said,

The IMF's separate Global
Financial Stability Report
added to concerns about tech
stock markel valuations,
concluding that "markets
appear complacent”,

Mr Gourinchas said the IMF
was not asserting that there
would be an imminent
bursting of a bubble.
“Whether this will be followed
by a market correction, | don't
think anyone can tell for sure,
but we have to be looking out
for potential risk, and certainly
this is one of the risks," he
said.

The concentration of the
overvaluation of tech stocks
on a small number of
companies was now
“substantially higher" than at
the dotcom bubble in 2020,
the IMF said.

However, Mr Gourinchas said
the "Al investment boom” was
also helping sustain US
economic growth

The forecasts were released
on the eve of the annual
meetings of the IMF and
World Bank attended by the
world's finance ministers and
central bankers in
Washington DC, with
considerable attention on a
new US bailout for Argentina.

Mayor calls for government
to pause new visa rules

The mayor of London has
called on the government to
reconsider its immigration
rules, which the TSS5A
transport union said could
leave up to 300 Transport for
London (TIL) staff at risk of
remaoval.

In July, changes lo visa
policies were announced,
including increased salary
thresholds for visa
sponsorship, and removal of
some transport roles fram the
“skilled worker" list.

Sir Sadig Khan told the
London Assembly on 9
Cctober that the changes had
"left TfL staff in limbo",
according to the Local
Democracy Reporting
Service. He said the deputy
mayor for transport, Seb
Dance, had written to the
migration minister to call for
the measures 1o be paused
and for TfL staff to be
protected immediately.

The Home Office said it would
respond to the letter in due
COUrse,

They have previously said the
governmeant's immigration
white paper., which includes
these measures, will "restore
order” {o immigration and
"end dependence on lower-
skilled International
recruitment”,

"Moving the goalposts’

Asked about the issue by the
Green Party's London

Assembly leader Caroline
Russell at Mayor's Question
Time, Sir Sadig accused the
government of "moving the
goalposts”. He added that TL
stafi were "unclear about
whether they can stay in the
UK and continue the
important work they do for
us”, and that the rules would
"inhibit TiL's ability to carry out
its functions”,

After the meeting, Ms Russell
told the Local Democracy
Reporting Service she had
heard from TIL workers who
struggled to sleep at night due
to the uncertainty,

"One worker, expecting her
first child, should be filled with
joy, but instead she's terrified
she'll be forced to leave the
country before her baby is
even bom,” she said.
“They've spent thousands of
pounds 1o be here, worked

hard to gain qualifications,
invested everything and now
they're being told they have
no place here. It's a complate
betrayal of the promise they
were given,”

The new rules, which took
effect on 22 July, raised the
salary threshold for visa
sponsorship to £41,700 a
year for new applicants

TiL currently pays a starting
salary of £31,000 for
graduates, with trainee
atation staff believed to eamn
betwean E£35,300 and
£41,800.

Eddie Dempsey, general
saecretary of the RMT union,
welcomed the mayor's
intervention, adding:;
"Transport workers who were
hired under clear visa
arrangements are facing
needless uncertainty which
should have been avoided.
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs has
announced that Pakistan and
the Afghan Taliban regime
have agreed to a temporary
ceasefire for 48 hours,
starting today at 6 p.m. after
fresh clashes erupted |ast
night along Pak- Afghan
border with Pakistan Army
responded swiftly, killing
lerrorists and forcing the rest
to ratreat, said security
S0uUrces,

According to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, the decision
was made at the Taliban's
request and with the mutual
consent of both sides. During
the ceasefire, both parties will
engage in constructive
diglogue to make a sincers
effort to find a positive solution
o a complex but solvable
issue, the ministry added.
“This temporary pause aims
to create space for
meaningful discussions and
promole stability along the
border,” the ministry said in a
statement.Earlier, Pakistan
carried out 'precision atrikes'
against Afghan Taliban
regime and terrorists hideouts
in Kandahar and Kabul,
destroyving several Taliban
battalion headquarters,
according to security sources.
In Kandahar, the Pakistan
Army struck Battalion
Headguarters 4 and 8, as well
as Border Brigade 5. “All
targets were carefully
selected to be isclated from
civilian populations and were
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regime’s request for 48-hour ceasefire

successfully
destroyed,” said
security officials.

In Kabul, the
operation targeted
the leadership and
central hub of the
Fitna al-Hindustan
network. Security
5§ O Urcoe s
emphasised that the
Pakistan Army is
fully capable of
delivering a strong
response o any acl
of aggression.
“These operations
demonstrate our
capability to
precisely neutralise
terrorisit
infrastructure while
minimising risks o civilians,”
officials added.

Pakistan and Afghanistan
agreed to a "temporary
ceasefire” on Wednesday,
Islamabad said, after an
airstrike and ground fighting
sent tensions between the
South Asian neighbours
soaring, killing more than a
dozen civilians.

Wednesday's fighting along
the volatile, contested frontier
shattered a fragile peace after
weekend clashes that killed

dozens, the waorst between
the two Islamic countries
gince the Taliban seized
powerin Kabulin 2021,

A Pakistani foreign ministry
statement said that the two
countries had decided o
implement a “temporary
ceasefire” for 48 hours
starting 1300 GMT an
Wednesday.

"During this period, both sides
will make sincere efforts,
through constructive
dialogue, to find a positive
solution to this complex yet
resolvable issue,” Lhe

Gold prices hit new record
high, Cross Rs440 000 mark

The upward trend in gold
prices confinues, with rates
reaching historic highs both
internationally and In
Pakistan's local markets.

On Wednesday, the
international bullion market
witnessad a sharp surge, as
the price of gold jumped by
£58 per ounce, reaching an
all-time high of 34,198

In response to the global
spike, domestic gold prices in
Pakistan also soared.
According to local jewellers,
the price of 24-karat gold per
tola rose by RsS5,800, hitting a
record level of Rs440,900,
Similarly, the price of 10
grams of 24-karat gold
increased by Rsd 872, taking
itto a new peak of Rs378,000.
Spot gold was up 1.5% at
$4,203.79 per ounce as of
1018 GMT, after touching a
recard high of $4,217.95
earlier in the session, US gold
futures for December delivery
gained 1.4% to 54 220.20.
Silver rose 2.3% to 35284,
after having hit a record high
of $53.60 on Tuesday,
tracking gold's rally and amid
tightening supply in the spot
market. Gold prices
witnessed a sudden surge
both internationally and in
Pakistan on Tuesday,

In the international bullion
market, gold jumped 563 per
ounce, reaching $4,140 per
ounce.

Spot gold rose 0.6% to
$4.132.89 per ounce as of
0850 GMT, after hitting a
record high of §4,179.48
earlier in the session.

In local markets, the price of
24-carat gold per tola surged
by RsE,900, taking it to a new
record of Rs435,100 pertola.
Simitarly, gold per 10 grams
increased by Rs5916 Io a
record Rs373,028.

Spot gold rose 0.6% to
£4,132.89 per ounce as of
0950 GMT, after hitting a
record high of $4,179.48
earlier in the session,
Meanwhile, spot silver fell
25% to 351.01 per ounce,
after hitting a record high of
$53.60, influenced by the
same factors supporting gold
and tightness in the spot
market.

Gold prices climbed to record
levels in both international
and domestic markets on

Monday. In international
bullion markets, the price of
gold jumped $55 per ounce,
reaching a historic high of
$4.071.

The surge in international
prices pushed domestic gold
ratas higher. The price per
tola rose by Rs5.500 to reach
arecord Rs428,200,
Meanwhile, the price per 10
grams increased by Rs4,715,
settling at Rs367,112.

The rise in precious metals
reflects strong global demand
and tightening supply in the
bullion market,

Spot gold was trading af
$4,074.02 per ounce as of
08:25 GMT, after briefly
touching £4,078.05/02.

Silver also saw gains, with
spot prices rising 2.2% fto
$51.37/oz, after hitling
$51.70/oz, amid similar
market dynamics and tight
supply conditions.

statement said, adding thal
the fruce was agreed upon at
the request of the Afghan
Taliban govermnment.

Afghan Taliban administration
spokesparson Zabihullah
Mujahid said the ceasefire
agreement was a result of the
"request and insistence of the
Pakistani side".

Kabul directs all its forces to
obsarve the ceasefire
provided the other side does
not commit aggression, he
said in a slatement.

The recent friction between
the two former allies erupted

after Islamabad
demanded that the
Afghan Taliban
administration
tackle militants who
| have stepped up
attacks in Pakistan,
saying they operale
from havens in
1 Afghanistan.

The Taliban denies
the charge and
accuses the
. Pakistani military of
conspiring against
Afghanistan by
spreading
misinformation,
provoking border
tension, and
sheltering I815-
linked militants to undarmine
the country's stability and
sovereignty.

Pakistan's military denies the
charges and points to attacks
in Pakistan by 1SI5-K, or
Islamic State Khorasan, the
regional affiliate of the Islamic
State group active in the
neighbours.

Clashes erupted Tuesday
between Pakistani and
Afghan forces in a remote
northwestern border region,
with state-run media in
Pakistan accusing Afghan

troops of opening
“unprovoked fira” that was
repulsed,

Pakistani forces responded,
damaging Afghan tanks and
military posts, according to
Pakistan TV and two security
officials, who spoke an
condition of anonymity
because they were not
authorized o speak lo the
meadia.

Tahir Ahrar, a deputy police
spokesperson in
Afghanistan's Khost province,
confirmed the clashes but
provided no further details.
This is the second time this
week that the two sides have
traded fire along their long
border. According to
Pakistan's state-run media,
Afghan forces and Pakistani
Taliban jointly opened fire at a
Pakistani post “withoul
provocation,” prompting what
the media described as a
“strong response” from
Pakistani troops in Kurram, a
district in Khyber
Pakhtunkbhwa province.
Security officials said
Pakistan's military also
destroyed a sprawling
training facility of the
Pakistani Taliban.

There was no immediate
comment from Pakistan’s
military, which has been on
high alert since Saturday,
when both sides traded fire
across multiple border
regions, resulting in dozens of
casualties on each side.

PSX edges up amid
volatility and profit- takmg

The Pakistan Stock
Exchange (PSX) witnessed a
volatile trading session on
Wednesday with KSE-100
index closing slightly higher
by 210.36 points, or (.13% at
165,686.38. The index traded
within a wide range, hitting an
intra-day high of 167,561.69
and a low of 165,357 .21.
Trading started with a strong
sentiment on Wednesday
morning after news broke out
on Pakistan's staff level
agreement with the
International Monetary Fund
{IMF) for Extended Fund
Facility (EFF) and the first
review under the Resilience
and Sustainability Facility
(RSF).

The enthusiasm was short-
Ivad, however, as investors
engaged in cautious buying
followed by profit-taking in the
latter half of the day, signalling
a wait-and-see approach as
they monitor the
implementation of reforms
and upcominag
disbursements.

Arif Habib Limited (AHL)
observed that P3X
underwent consolidation
following the surge on
Tuesday with the KSE-100
maving either side of 166k.
Some 52 shares rose while 48
fell with Fauji Fertiliser
(+1.09%), Meezan Bank
(+2.02%) and Man Energies
{#1.94%) contributing the

most toindex gains.
Pakistan has reached a
preliminary agreement with
the IMF, to unlock §1.2billion
of loans under two separate
programmes.

Systems Limited (-2.59%),
Lucky Cement (-1.84%) and
Engro Fertiliser (-2.69%)
were the biggestindex drags.
In corporate news, United
Bank announced its earnings
for the nine months of
calendar year 2025
(IMCY25), reporting 101%
year-on-year (YoY) increase
in earnings per share (EPS) of
Rs40.19 and dividend per
share (DPS) of Rs21.5, which
exceeded markel
expectabions.

SAZGAR Engineering
reported an EPS of Rs73.07
for fiscal year 20286
(MQFY26), reflecting a 5%
¥o¥ growth and DPS of

-u-

R=15.0, which was in line with
markeat expactations.

Engro Fertiliser disclosed its
financial results for GMCY 25,
with an EPS of Rs10.69,
showing a 21% YoY decline
and DPS of Rs11.0, which
came in below market
expectations.

AHL anticipated declines into
Tuesday's range should find
damand to move towards
168k,

KTrade Securities wrota in its
market wrap that PSX opened
on a bullish note, with the
banchmark KSE100 index
reaching an intra-day high of
167,562 points (+2,086
points), driven by strong
investor optimism following
the IMF' s Staff-Level
Agresment (SLA) with the
Government of Pakistan
under the Extended Fund
Facility (EFF).
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Engaging the Taliban in the Shadow of Geopolitics
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New Delhi’s Calculus in Kabul: Pragmatism Over Principle?

Sustainability Insights

with
Chatdhary Sajjad Al

In the complex theatre of
South Asian geopaolitics, a
striking and controversial
development has unfolded:
India's strategic outreach to
the Taliban regime in
Afghanistan. This
engagement, highlighted by
the recent visit of the
Taliban's Foreign Minister,
Amir Khan Muttagi, to New
Delhi, has sparked a fierce
debate. While India frames
the move as essential for
regional stability and
counterterrorism, critics —
particularly in Pakistan —
view it as a profound moral
compromise and a
dangerous strategic gamble
that could escalate regional
tensions.

India, the world's largest
demaocracy and a vocal
champion of secularism and
women's rights, is now
cultivating ties with one of
the planet's most repressive
regimes. The Taliban's
systematic erasure of
women from public
life—banning girls from
education, prohibiting
women from most jobs, and
even ordenng the remaoval of
women-authored
books—stands in stark
contrast to the values India
publicly espouses.

"This 15 not realpolitik; it is
moral hypocrisy of the
highest order,” argues one
line of critique, which
suggests that India is willing
to sacrifice principle to
pursue ils immediate

strategic Interests. The
irony is palpable: a nation
built on pluralism is
embracing a regime whose
governance is predicated
on a narrow, Tear-driven
interpretation of religious
law.

The Strategic Imperative:
Recalibrating Influence
New Delhi's pivol is not
driven by ideclogical affinity
but by a geopelitical
calculation. Following the
chaotic withdrawal of U.5.

and NATO forces in 2021,
India saw its substantial
investment and influence in
Afghanisian dissipate,
yielding ground to regional
rivals like Pakistan, China,
and Qlatar.

India's immediate goals are
practical: to secure the
remaining Indian assels,

facilitate humanitarian aid,
and prevent Afghanistan
from once again becoming a
sancluary for anti-india
militant groups. Howaver,
beneath this pragmatlic
surface lies a deeper, more
ambitious aim; to reclaim
strategic foothold in a
country historically viewed
as vital lo its security
interests.

For many analysts, the
engagement is a clear
attemplt to find a lever

against Pakistan. With a
long, porous border, shared
tribal communities, and a
history of cross-border
militancy, Pakistan remains
uniguely vulnerable to
instability in Afghanistan.
The concern is that India, by
normalizing ties and
pursuing guiet intelligence-

sharing and trade channels,
may be seeking to cultivate
influence with factions that
could be leveraged to subtly
undermine Pakistan's
sacurity environmenl.
Pakistan's Security
Concerns and the Double
Game

From the Pakistani
perspective, India’s move is
a highly provocative and
destabilizing act. Islamabad
has long battled militant
groups, including the Tehrik-

i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP),
which operate from
sanctuaries on the Afghan
side of the border. Any
Indian presence or influence
in Kabul that could be used
to support or embolden
elements hostile lo Pakistan
is seen as a direct threat,

"The real danger lies nol just

in geopolitics bul in
legitimizing extremism
itself," an editorial in & major
Pakistani newspaper
racently stated. When a
major democracy ireals a
theocratic regime built on
repression as a legitimate
partner, it sends a powerful,
chilling signal to militant
organizations across South
Asia: that brutality can be
overlooked if il serves a
strategic end.

The concept of a "double

game" is central to this fear.
India's diplomatic posture,
couched in terms of
stabilization, is viewed by
Islamabad as having a dual
purpose: securing strategic
depth in Afghanistan while
simultaneously creating
opportunities to complicate
Pakistan's inlernal and

border security.

The lllusion of Moderation
and a Moral Challenge

A key rationale far
angagementis the hope that
drawing the Taliban into the
diplomatic fold might
moderale their behavior.
Yet, two years of evidence
have cast serious doubl on
this premise. Humanitarian
aid and quiet diplomacy
have, in many instances,
coincided with increasing
repression, suggesting the
Taliban views engagement
as validation, not pressure.
Afghan women and girls
remain excluded from public
life, and the regime’'s
repressive grip on civil
liberties has only tightened.
For Pakistan, the challenge
is two-fold: managing the
sacurity threat posed by a
polentially emboldened and
strategically leveraged
regime, and maintaining the
moral high ground
Islamabad must actively
coordinate with regional
allies like China, lran, and
Central Asian states lo
ensure that Afghanistan
does nol become a new
focal point for great power
competition.

Crucially, Pakistan must
also continue to champion
the moral argument that a
stable and prosperous
Afghanistan requires
respect for fundamental
human rights, particularly
the mght to education and
participation for Afghan
women.

India's strateqgy is a
calculated risk—a wager
that short-term stralegic
gains outweigh the long-
term cost of legitimizing a
repressive regime. Butl
history shows that alliances
with extremism often prove
difficult to control. For both
India and Pakistan, the
outcome of this dangerous
embrace will define the
secunty landscape of South
Asia for years to come.
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Aleema Khan contests ATC
indictment in May 9 case

An anti-terrorism court (ATC)
in Rawalpindi formally
pressed charges against
Aleema Khan and 10 others
accused in a case pertaining
to May 8 protests.

Aleama, incarceraled
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI} founder Imran Khan's
sister, refused to sign the
charge sheat and insisted the
court await ruling on her plea
challenging the ATC's
Jurisdiction to hear the case,
Aleema’'s counsel has
challengad ATC's jurisdiction
under Section 23 of the Anti-
Terrorism Act 1997,

Section 23 of the ATA gives

LEARN

QURAN

Online at home

the ATC power to transfer
cases to regular courts if it is
of the opinion that the offence
is not a scheduled offence.
The petition, filed earlier,
contends that Aleema is not
accused of direct protest but
of delivering a message from
Imran Khan—an act
protected by the
constitutional right to freedom
of speech. It argues lhat
conveying a message does
not constitute a lerrorism
offence under Section 7 ofthe
ATA,

ATC Judge Amjad All Shah
admitted Aleema's petition for
hearing and proceeded with

- -
r-'

Courses

the charge sheet. The judge
maintained that the court
would hear argumeants from
gither side on Aleema's
petition,

The hearing was
subsequently adjourned fill
October 17,

Earlier, state prosecutor
£Zahir Shah strongly objected
to the petition, calling it
"unlawful" and an attempt to
"waste the court's time"

He argued that the trial could
not be halted by such a
challenge and pointed out
that nine other accused in
the same case had already
been convicted, rendering
har patition inadmissible.
This case is one of the aleven
registered against Aleema
Khan, Other May 9 cases
pertain to the attack on
Genaral Headquarters (GHQ)
Gate IV, the armed forces
museurn and the burning of a
Metro Bus Station, among
others.

Previously, the court had
accepled a similar petition
from Aleema Khan
challenging the charges and
the court's jurisdiction in a
sgparate protest case from
November 26, At that time,
the court had cancelled her
non-bailable arrest warrants
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Former Sindh Assembly speaker

Senior Pakistan Peoples
Farty leader and former
speaker of the Sindh
Assembly, Agha Sira) Durrani,
has passed away. President
Asil Al Zardari and Sindh
Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah
have expressed deep sorow
and grief over his death.

Agha Siraj Durrani passed
away al the age of 72 while
under treatment at a private
hospital in Karachi. The
senior Pakistan Peoples
Party {PPP) leader had
suffered a brain haemorrhage
a month ago and had been
hospitalised since. His
condition deteriorated again a
few days ago, and doctors
confirmed his death on
Wednesday.

Agha Siraj Durrani,
considered among the senior-
most leaders of the PPF, was
born on October 5, 1953 in
Shikarpur. He received his
early education from St
Patrick's High School and
later obtained a law degree
(LLB) fram Sindh Muslim
Government Law College.

He was elected twice as
Speaker of the Sindh
Assembly and held the
position from May 31, 2013, to
May 24, 2024. He also served
as acting Governor of Sindh

|

from March to October 2022,
Durrani had been associated
with the Pakistan Peoples
Party far over four decades.
He was first elected to the
Sindh Assembly in 1988,
served as provincial minister
three bmes, and as Speaker
twice. He was regarded as a
trusted ally of the late Benazir
Bhutto and President Asif Ali
Zardari.

Condolences from political
leadars

Praesident Asif All Zardari
released a statement
expressing grief over Agha
Siraj Durrani's demise and
paid tribute to his political and
democratic services.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, in a statement, paid
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Agha Siraj Durrani passes away

tribute to the late Agha Sirgj
Durrani for his services as the
Sindh Assembly speaker,
saying that his contributions
lo poliics and public welfare
would always he
remembered.

Sindh Chief Minster Murad
Ali Shah visited the late
politician's home and gave his
condolences, praising the late
Agha Sira] Durrani as a
sincere, loyal, and principled
leader of the PPP.

He noted that Durrani played
a vital role in strengthening
the Sindh Assembly and
consolidating democracy.
“His services will always be
rememberad; he made public
sernvice the cornerstona of his
paolitics,” he added,

W LR

Ve Nawir 2 e

q“.’*l NIVERSAL
AIREXPRESSLTD.

h‘IﬂEr?
G5
R0
e

L—wu-'iy_;.‘i'.__nluj .u_;_#]

S ik b
bl £
U2 bl
S e 3

u;;l_-!JUi;;li}_"i;'_';
_".-:,wq_,,"ﬁ;r""_:é.i

1B Blyth Road, Hayes, Middlesex, UB3 1BY

Tel: 020 85899858

Email: nasir.ali@universalairexpress.co.uk
web: www.universalairexpress.com - www.uaeparcel.com




IFEN 15 October 2025

VOL 24/04

www.nawaijang.com

Former Pakistan Test Cricketer

Wazir Mohammad
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BIRMINGHAM — Former
Pakistan Test cricketer
Wazir Mohammad, cne of
the pioneering figures of
Fakistan's cricketing
history, has passed away
at the age of 95 in
Birmingham, England.

Wazir Mohammad was a
member of Pakistan's
first-ever Tesl squad that
toured India in 1952, a
historic moment that
marked the country's
entry into international

cricket. A stylish right-
handed batsman, he
went on to represent
Pakistan in 20 Test
matches between 1952
and 1959, scoring 801
runs, including a
memorable cenlury
against the West Indies
in Bridgetown in
1957-58,

Borm in Junagadh, India,
in 1929, Wazir was the
eldest of the celebrated
Mohammad brothers,
who became
synonymous with
Pakistan's early
cricketing glory. His
younger siblings — the
legendary Hanif
Mohammad, known as
the "Little Master," and
Mushtag Mohammad,
who later captained

brother,

Vi

Sadig Wazir was widely

Passes Away at 95

FHIMER
st

during Pakistan's
formative cricketing
years. His performances
played a key rolein giving
the fledgling national
tearn credibility against
eslablished sides in the
1950s.

Beyond the field, Wazir
Mohammad was known
for his gentlemanly
conduct and dedication
to the sport. After retiring
from cricket, he settled in
the United Kingdem but
remained closely
connected to Pakistan's
cricketing fraternity.
Tributes have poured in
from across the
cricketing world, with
many recalling Wazir's
pioneering role in laying
the foundations of
Pakistan cricket. The

Pakistan — carried Mohammad, also respected for his Pakistan Cricket Board
forward the family's rich represented Pakistan at resilience at the crease (PCB) extended

cricketing legacy. Another the highest level.

and his contribution condolences to his family,

-“'H-waii'a ﬂn.‘-l- Ciey

hailing him as "a vital part
of our cricketing heritage "
Mr. Arslan Mirza, a cricket
expert and closest friend
of the Mohammad
brothers since their youth,
expressed deep regrel at
the passing of Wazir
Mohammad. He said: “|
have lost a dear friend,
and Pakistan has lost a
true pioneer of cricket.
Wazir was not just a great
player but a man of
integrity and hurmility. His
contribution to Pakistan's
cricketing journey will
never be forgotten.”

With his passing,
Pakistan loses another
direct link to its earliest
days in Test cricket. Wazir
Mohammad will be
remembered not justas a
player, but as a pioneer
who helped sel the slage
for generations of
cricketers to follow.
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Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
Governor Faisal Karirm Kundi
on Wednesday administered
the oath of office to newly-
elected Chief Minister Sohail
Afridi at the Governor Housa,
marking an end to the lense
political standoff and days of
urcertainty in the province.
Prominent political and
administrative figures,
including Speaker of the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Assembly Babar Saleem
Swati, Deputy Speaker
Suraiya Bibi, former govemnaor
Shah Farman, senalors,
MMNAs and MPAs, PTl's
provincial president Junaid
Akbar, and the party's central
secretary general Salman
Akram Raja witnessed the
oath-taking.

Chief Secretary Khyber
FPakhtunkhwa, Shahab Ali
Shah, Inspector General of
Folice Zulfigar Hameed,
Peshawar Commissionear,
and heads of various
provincial departments were
also in attendance, along with
several political and social
personalities,

Faollowing the ceremony,
Governor Kund|
congratulated new CM on
assuming the charge of office
and extended his best wishes
for the tenure ahead.

The event, however,
descended info chaos as
party workers rushed to the
stage to extend well-wishes to
the new CM and chanted
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Sohail Afridi sworn in as 30th

15 October 2025

chief minister of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa

slogans that disrupted further
proceedings.

Afridi's appointment as CM
followed directives from
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI} founder Imran Khan.
According to party
sources, Khan's
instructions
concerning Afridi's
cath-taking and
the formation of
the cabinet were
conveyed to the
PTl pariamentary
party in K-P.
Sources said, the
newly-elacted
chief minister has
bean granted full
authority to
choose his
cabinet from
amang party's
el ected
representatives.
Consultalions
between Afridi and the central
leadership have already
begun, and some ministers
are expected to retain their
portfolios, including provincial
finance adviser Muzzammil
Aslam,

Earlier in the day, a PTI
delegation, led by the party's
Central Secretary General

Salman Akram Raja, called
on Governor Kundi at the
Governor House. The
delegation included Speaker
Babar Saleem Swati, former
governor Shah Farman Khan,

PTI Punjab leader Shaukat
Basra, provincial president
Junaid Akbar Khan, MMNAs
Mehboob Shah, Atif Khan,
Shahram Khan Tarakai, and
other senior leaders,

Farmer chief minister, Al
Amin Gandapur's resignation
triggered a legal dispute after
Governor Kundi refused to

Internet services restored across Pakistan

after submarine cable repair: PTCL

An international cable
consortium has
completed repairson a
faulty repeater in one
of its submarine
cables, restoring
internet connectivity
across Pakistan, the
Pakistan
Telecommunication
Company Limited
anneunced on
Wednesday.

Intearnet users had
reported sluggish speeds on
Tuesday, particularly in paris
of upper Punjab and
lslamabad, where
connectivity issues ware
further compounded by the
prevailing law and order
situation

On Monday, PTCL had
warned that internet users
across Pakistan might
experience slower speeds

Fhone 079 5744 2790 -

and intermittent connectivity
as maintenance work was
carried out on ane of the
couniry's main submarine
cables.

A scheduled repair operation
began around 11 a.m.
Pakistan Standard Time on
Tuesday to fix the faully
repeater in the undersea
cable system, the statement
said.

The activity was expected o

last up to 18 howurs,
during which
customers could face
service degradation or
delays in international
connectivity. “We
regrel the
inconvenience and
appreciate our
customers' palience
during this essential
maintenance window,”
a spokesperson for the
telecom operator said.
PTCL, the state-owned
telecom operator, manages
three of Pakistan's six
undersea optical fibre cable
systems that provide
international Internet
connectivity. The remaining
systems include two operated
by Trans World Associates

accept it, citing discrepancies
in signatures on two separate
resignation letters submitted
on October 8 and October 11,
The governor returned both
letters and summaned

Gandapur on October 15 for
calrification

In a public statement on X, the
govemnor said, the resignation
had been returned with
objections and released an
official letter highlighting the
signature mismatch.
Gandapur, meanwhile,
insisted that both letters bore

(Pvt.) Ltd and one by Cyber [[ERSE

Internet Services under the
PEACE cable network.
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his genuine signature.,

Amid the controversy, the
provincial assambly
convened on Oclober 13
under Speaker Babar Saleem
Swati to elect a new Leader of
the House. Afridi,
the PTl nominee,
secured 90 voles
to become 30th
chief minister of
the province.
Governor Kundi
had declared the
e lectilaon
unconstifutional,
maintaining that
no new chief
minister could be
elected until sitting
governor "5
resignation was
officially accepted.
PTl subsaguently
| approached the
Peshawar High
Court, which ruled
in Afridi's favour and directed
the governor to administer the
oath by 4pm on October 15.
The court further mentioned,
if the governar failed to
comply, the Assembly
Speaker would be authorised
to conduct the oath.

Governor Kundi, who was in
Karachi at the time. rushed to

Peshawar and followed the
court orders by administering
the oath to Afridi.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf's
Sohall Afridi was elected as
the new chief minister of
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa,
securing 90 votes in the
provincial assembly during
Monday's session held under
tight security in Peshawar,
Following a tense political
environment, Afridi‘'s election
was marked by uncertainty
over farmer chief minister All
Amin Gandapur's resignation
and opposition objections
ragarding the election
process,

The K-P Assembly comprises
145 members, with 73 votes
required for a simple majority.
PTI's Afridi comfortably
surpassed that mark,
consolidating the party's
control over the province.

PTI lawmaker Asif Mehsud
could not participate in the
voling process as he is
currently abroad, The
announcemeant of the rasults,
members of the assembly
congratulated Afridi, many
embracing him in celebration
on the assembly floor.

Afridi‘'s rivals for the post
included Maulana Lutfur
Rehman of Jamiat Ulema-g-
Islam-Fazl (JWI-F), Sardar
Shahjahan Yousaf from the
Pakistan Muslim League-
Mawaz (PML-M), and Arbab
Zarak of the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP).
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